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ROCKY DESERT
IN A BOX
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QATAR CHILDREN’'S MUSEUM
LEARNING TO PLAY

Every child deserves the opportunity to develop
and fulfil their individual potential. Qatar children’s
museum provides cutting-edge child developmental
settings and resources to help children and their
families thrive.

We support all children, including those with special
education needs and disabilities, to learn through
play, have fun and bond with family and friends,
while nurturing them to be the future leaders and
caretakers of gatar, supporting the goals of the
Qatar National Vision 2030.

QATAR NATURAL HISTORY
GROUP

The Qatar Natural History Group (QNHG) was
founded more than 40 years ago in November
1978 to ‘bring together people with an interest in
the natural history of Qatar and the Gulf, and the
inaugural meeting was held in the grounds of the
National Museum. Today, its interests cover not only
all aspects of natural history but also the culture,
history and archaeology of Qatar.

There are field trips or rambles during the cooler
months to places of interest around Qatar. The trips
are usually led by people who have some knowledge
of a particular region or subject, e.g. amateur or
professional geologists, botanists, archaeologists
and so on. The Group is run by volunteers, each of
whom undertakes various responsibilities and work
together in the Executive Committee.

Website gnhg.org Instagram @qnhg_official
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ACTIVITY OVERVIEW
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In today's activity, we will be making a desert in a box, but not just any desert. We will
be making our own “Rocky Desert,” and learning about this eco-system type that is

specific to Qatar. Use the cut-outs in this booklet to compose your desert landscape
whilst exploring the different plant and animal life unique to the rocky desert.
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1. Learn about Qatar’s rocky desert habitat
2. Explore the plant and animal life unique to the rocky

desert habitat
3. Build a connection and appreciation for our natural environment
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MATERIAL LIST

(6@l Lilingl cleg olaniwl a4iday) opgai sleo Auwll Ggaio -
Joj -
(1 QA cibendl - cuidll o) dianll aels -

(17 @anenll - cyidll ,0) wlbildlg Wlilgnll Bilolas -
oali 018l gl diglo ploy oLlsl -

D80 -

@oll bypd ol gao -

- Upcycled plastic box (you can use a takeaway container)

- Sand

- Desert background (in the booklet - pages 8 to 11)
- Animal and plant cut-outs (in the booklet - page 12)
- Coloured pencils or markers

- Scissors

- Glue or tape
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ACTIVITY DEMO
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Visit the link below to watch

the video showing the steps
https://tinyurl.com/rocky-desert-box
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1. Cut out the desert background paper included in this booklet
to fit the bottom of the box (page 12)

2. Cut out the animal and plantillustrations included in this booklet
(pages 8-11)

3. Glue the cut-outs down on the background to create your scene,
save a few animals to place on the front of the box as well.

4. Fill the box Y full with sand

5. Close the lid and enjoy moving the sand around your

desert scene.
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PLAY PROMPTS
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Through this activity, children are encouraged to learn about one of Qatar’'s unique
habitats. Rather than looking at the country as a large desert, this activity allows
children to explore the unigue plants and animals that inhabit the rocky desert
or Rawda habitat. This activity can be enjoyed by children of all ages and be used
to springboard different types and depths of investigation of Qatar’'s ecosystems
based on the interests and needs of your child.

Emerging

Support your child by cutting out the animal and plants in the booklet. Give them
the freedom to colour-in the cut-outs and decorate their space. Support them by
glueing the cut-outs on the piece of the paper and box. After placing the sand in
the box, ask your child to describe their scene and why they chose to place the
animals and plants in certain area. You can even explore this further by asking
them to make up a story about their scene.

Developing

Give your child more freedom to cut out the animals and plants, colour them in
and place them in the box. While placing items in the box, read out the names of
the plants and animals, so that children understand the different animal and plant
species that are specific to Qatar’s rocky desert. Support them in exploring the
scene and understanding the unique aspects of Qatar’s desert landscape, in that
the desert is not singular; there are many different habitats within it.

Mastery

Support your child in developing their interests — ask if they are fascinated with
a specific animal or plant and ask them to research why they can survive in this
habitat. To further their inquiry, ask them to compare the animal and plant life
in the rocky desert to those found near the sand dunes or the mangroves. This
exploration will develop your child’'s understanding about how different animals
and plants can only survive in certain habitats.
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THE RAWDAH AND ROCKY
DESERT ECOSYSTEMS
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The rawdah is a depression or a desert garden. Geologists project that there could be
as many as 10,000 rawdat (pl.) of varying sizes in Qatar. In winter time, rain water flows
from the more elevated surrounding rocky desert. The seed banks of annuals germinate
(e.g. Tetraena gatarensis), turning the rawdah lusciously-green. During summers, after
the annuals die-off, rawdah looks brown, cracked and dusted, with only a few speckles
of green from the perennials (e.g. Ziziphus nummularia).

Rawdah is the food court of animals (e.g. Greater Hoopoe Lark, hare), and the rocky desert
their living quarters, which animals (e.g. Spiny-tailed Agama, fox, gerbil) construct by
digging burrows (holes in the ground) under rocks or by bushes (e.g. Lycium shawii).
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CONSERVATION AND BEST PRACTICES FOR EXPLORING

The best explorers preserve nature, by always driving on desert highways, never
stepping on plants and by never destroying burrows. Remember that animals
distress in our presence, so keep your distance and marvel them from afar. Our
moto is “pick up your trash, keep nature clean”.

© Aspa D. Chatziefthimiou

RESOURCES

- Castilla AM et al, 2014
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/301658630_The_lizards_living_in_Qatar
- eNature app

http://www.enature.qa/ecosystem/rawdat-and-sinkhole-caves/
http://www.enature.ga/ecosystem/rocky-desert-or-hamada/

- Eriksen et al 2010
https://elibrary.qnl.ga/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2736389__SCommon%20Birds%?20
of%20Qatar.%20__Orightresult__U__X6?lang=eng&suite=def

- Harrison DL. 1991. Mammals of Arabia. Bates PJJ (ed.). Sevenoaks, Harrison
Zoological Museum, Kent, UK.
https://elibrary.gnl.ga/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1022707__SMammals%200f%?20
Arabia__QOrightresult__U__Xé67?lang=eng&suite=def

- Norton et al, 2008
https://books.google.gr/books/about/Ecology_and_Flora_of_Qatar.
html?id=F4klIAQAAMAAJ&redir_esc=y
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DONT FORGET TO

SHARE YOUR WORK

WITH US TO BE FEATURED!

Sle p4ils)Lito gl
Send your videos to our e-mail
CHILDRENSMUSEUM@QM.ORG.QA

@CHILDRENSMUSEUM.QA
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