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QATAR CHILDREN’'S MUSEUM
LEARNING TO PLAY

Every child deserves the opportunity to develop
and fulfil their individual potential. Qatar children’s
museum provides cutting-edge child developmental
settings and resources to help children and their
families thrive.

We support all children, including those with special
education needs and disabilities, to learn through
play, have fun and bond with family and friends,
while nurturing them to be the future leaders and
caretakers of gatar, supporting the goals of the
Qatar National Vision 2030.

QATAR NATURAL HISTORY
GROUP

The Qatar Natural History Group (QNHG) was
founded more than 40 years ago in November
1978 to ‘bring together people with an interest in
the natural history of Qatar and the Gulf, and the
inaugural meeting was held in the grounds of the
National Museum. Today, its interests cover not only
all aspects of natural history but also the culture,
history and archaeology of Qatar.

There are field trips or rambles during the cooler
months to places of interest around Qatar. The trips
are usually led by people who have some knowledge
of a particular region or subject, e.g. amateur or
professional geologists, botanists, archaeologists
and so on. The Group is run by volunteers, each of
whom undertakes various responsibilities and work
together in the Executive Committee.

Website gnhg.org Instagram @qnhg_official

Jl .I j.“ - -
Children’s Museum

a

1hichalio
Garal




bl o -II I u! n-'
ACTIVITY OVERVIEW
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Be a palaeontologist for the day and uncover the fossils hidden beneath Qatar’s
surface! Fossils contain prints, or impressions, of plants or animals from long ago.
The plant or animal lands in mud or sand and makes an impression. Over time,
it disappears, leaving the impression. The mud or sand hardens into rock, and an
impression fossil remains.

For this activity, we will be making our own impression fossils out of salt dough.
These fossils are inspired by the ones we find in the Qatari desert, such as fish and
Dugong bones.
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1. Learn about the types of fossils found in Qatar

2. Learn about how palaeontologists study the past by analysing
and interpreting fossils

3. Paleontological skills of field documentation
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MATERIAL LIST

- 1 cup of salt

- 2 cups of flour
- % cup of water
- Mixing bowl

- Spoon

- Baking sheet

- Fish toys
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ACTIVITY DEMO
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Visit the link below to watch
the video showing the steps
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https://tinyurl.com/make-your-own-fossil
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https://www.instagram.com/tv/B-mWLMrAWvm/

1. Combined flour, salt and water in a bowl and mix well
until a dough forms.

2. Tear off a handful amount of dough to form a flattened
circular shape

3. Press your fish toy to imprint a pattern on the dough
4. Repeat steps 2 and 3 with the rest of the dough

5. Bake at 100°C for 1.5 hours

6. Once the fossils are out the oven and cooled it's time to
play palaeontologist — Place the fossils in a shallow dish
filled with sand and use the activity sheet in this booklet
to complete the record your findings.

Have a young child? Learn how to make your own edible sand here:
https://www.instagram.com/tv/B-mW[LMrAWvm/
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PLAY PROMPTS
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Use your home-made salt dough fossils to simulate a paleontological dig with
your child.

This activity can be enjoyed by children of all ages and adjusted and developed
based on your child’s interests and needs. Please choose from one of the three
complexity levels to start with, but do try them all and develop your unique ways
of enjoying this activity time and time again.

Emerging

Utilise a range of tools, such as brushes, sieves, spoons or shovels - invite your
child to think about why palaeontologists use a range of tools when conducting a
dig, and what they think the most appropriate one would be to conduct their dig.

Developing

Use tools like a paint brush and plastic shovels to uncover the fossils. Invite your
child to note down their findings either in the form of a picture or written notes. Use
the recording sheet to analyse the fossils length, shape, texture and hypothesise
what you think the object is and what you can tell about it from the fossil.

Mastery

Invite your child to connect the items together and form an analysis about their
dig location. Do all the items they collected share a commonality? What can the
fossils tell us about this location? Discuss the importance of taking notes and how
their notes have supported them to make their own conclusions.

To further their inquiry into fossils in Qatar, support your child in investigating
what other fossils and artefacts can be found in Qatar.
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1. | Isit a complete fossil? Or is
it only showing a part of the

living thing?
Length: :Jabll
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Measurements
Height: -claij Ul
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Interesting features
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Texture: How does it feel?

what kind
of animal or

how did it
end up at
the fossil
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My Analysis Sldad
What | can tell for certain: 1ol ang Gle daoliiiwl iy Lo
What | can guess: CHTLYVPNTLY. T
What | want to know: :aopcl gl agT sall o
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DONT FORGET TO

SHARE YOUR WORK

WITH US TO BE FEATURED!

Sle p4ils)Lito gl
Send your videos to our e-mail
CHILDRENSMUSEUM@QM.ORG.QA

@CHILDRENSMUSEUM.QA
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